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Memorandum ^QMcmFNTIALi I 


Belmont 

Mohr 
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SUBJECT: 


A. H. Belmont 


f. C. Sullivan 


DATE 5-13-64 


DISAFFECTION OF UNITED STATES 
CITIZENS ABROAD 


1 - De Loach 
1 - Sullivan 
1 - Mai ley 
1 - Branigan 
/T)- Lenihan 
- Lee 





In accordance with your request for information concerning 
defectors to the Soviet-Sino-bloc nations, the following 
is set forth: 

POLICY RE DEFECTORS : 

By memorandum dated February 28, 1964, a separate fil* »• 
captioned as above was opened in order to correlate into one file * 
the identities of persons who defect to Soviet-bloc countries and thsn 
return to the U. S. Most pertinent indicia of disaffection would 
be (1) renunciation of U. S. citizenship (2) seeking citizenship 
in a Sino-Soviet-bloc country (3) repudiation of or expressed antipathy 
for*the oTs. or (4) extended residence in a Soviet-bloc country bjc—e 
of preference for the communist system. Prior to j F ®5 I *Y^f y n 2 ?* * 
the cases involving defectors were handled on an individual basis. 

IThen we receive information that an individual who was living 
in Soviet-bloc country returns to the U. S., we notify 
and put that person on the Security Index unless there is a specific 
decision made at the Bureau not to include that name on the Security 
Index. Prior to the assassination ofPresident Kennedy we did not^ 
disseminate to ~ " 

HOW MANY HAVE WE INVESTIGATED : 

Regarding defectors to Communist China, 21 American servicemen 
chose to remain there at the end of the Korean War. Of this number 
one died in China, 12 returned to the U. S. and the jemaAnAns number* 
are still in Communist -bloc countries. We investigated each of the 
12 returnees and one was determined to be aBeigiancit izen an 
h.g returned home . We also have a pending investigation of 

A former member of the U. S. Army who deserted and 
to Communist China. 

With regard to those who defected to the Soviet Union and ve- 
defected to the 0? S. In eddit d&tu&d, 
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Ta mentally disturbed veteran o f the Armed Forces; 

Robert Edvard Webster, employee at American Exposition in Mosoov whc 
deserted his vile and married a Soviet citizen; 

American citizen taken to Russia by his parents and 
f here to complete his education when his parents came 


At the present time, we have under investigation 1® 
individuals who have returned from various Bloc countries as 
follows : 

Czechoslovakia 2 
Poland 1 

East Germany 16 

POLICY REGARDING MILITARY PERSONNEL: 

The bulk of defections have been by members of the Armed 
Forces. It is the responsibility ol the ihlle 

investigate these persons at the time of their defection 
they are still members of their respective services. When they are 
discharged from their service, the military is u 

in order that appropriate investigation may be conducted by th 
Bureau. 


ACTION; 


For information. 
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Mr. Conrad 


R. H. Jevona 


5/26/64 



' assassination or president joiin r. 

: KENNEDY; 11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS - ^ - ' 7; ^** . . 

By letter dated 4/30/64, Mr. J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel, *n* 
President’s Commission, requested the Bureau to obtain a w gporterized t rule 
from Robert Adrian Taylor, Dallas, Texas (allegedly purchased from tMjOxtn 
Oswald), compare this rifle's physical characteristics with those <* a «. S. Wile, 
caliber . 30-06. in original condition and furnish photographs to illustrate any 
differences in length and appearance. Mr. Rankin also requeBtedthat ^-Taylor 
be recontacted concerning the date on which he obtained the rifle and whether heted 
■een Oswald on any other occasion. He also desired to know where Taylor a rifle 
was located on 11/22/63. Taylor’s rifle was not available when he was first 
Interviewed, at which time Taylor erroneously described it as a Springfield 
Model 1906 rifle. *• '•* ~ ' 

It has been determined in the Laboratory from an examination of Taylor’s 
rifle that it is a U. S. Rifle, caliber .30-06, Model 1803, Serial No. 66081, 
manufactured at Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island, Illinois. The upper and lower 
bands have been removed, the front portion of the stock has been cut off, the : 
wooden hand guard originally covering the top of the barrel has been 
the rear sgit has been removed and replaced with telescopic sgit mount blocks ^ 
and the bolt handle has been ground down and bent so that it would not strike the 
telescopic s^t tube when operating the bolt. All other parts TO* ^ to be_ 
original, unaltered parti. The rifle has the standard length of 43 1/4 ♦ Tbs - * 
barrelhas not been shortened. The length of the longest portion (barrel and * ^ 
receiver) is 31 7/8". The stock portion is 28 3/4" long which is 1^8 than tl^ ; 

* standard length of 40 1/8” for a "non- sport erized" stock. Two photographs of ^ 
Taylor’s r if lTass enabled and two photographs 

the Commission, as well as similar photographs of a U. S. Rifl«# caliber .30-06* 
Model 1803 (Rock Island), from our Reference Firearms Collection. 

Dallas furnished the information that Taylor purchased the rifle during . 
March or AoriL 1963 and that ft son-in-law of Taylor’s, Benjamin Moku, had 
reslden“on U/22/63. Taylor stated that be cannot be po.ttiv.ly 

62-109060 

I-Mr. Belmont 
1-Mr. Rosen 
[tyUr. Sullivan 
i-Mr. Malley 

\i-Mr. Raiipach, CBCdch (10) 

' Room 5730 _ 


Memorandum to Mr. Conrad 

He: ASo ASSIN ATI ON OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. 

KENNEDY; U/22/63; DALLAS, TEXAS 

62 >109060 . ...... ■ 

•ure that the man he purchased the rifle from was Lee Harvey Oswald. Further, 
Tayjor stated that he ie rather doubtful that the Individual from whom he purchased 
the rifle was ever seen by him, either prior or subsequent to the time he 
purchased the rifle. Taylor stated that be may have seen him another time, but 
he is not sure. * — 

Two copies of the letterhead memorandum furnished by Dallas are being 
forwarded to the Commission, along with the results of the Laboratory 
examination. A Laboratory report setting forth the results of the Laboratory 
examination is being furnished the Dallas Office. ? 

ACTION: ----- ; 
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travellag eiih b « ople Hated tt the prorteae wtU* thia 
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eheched *& the toe end aet to p*w*****r*. The ieterrioe leiia *** **** 
lacorract ie that three mien Castec* somber* and two beci^ejebem 
Bribers fere not eet forth there ia* which m discovered hy • b ee tles the 
reported Uei ngtivt the eridtml docu mmU 
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Mr. Herbert E. Haflnam 
Legislative and Legal Section 

Director, Fill 


Jane 4, 16*4 


PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE 
FOR A FEDCIiAL LAW FROHISrnHG ASSAULTING 
OR K ILUNO THE FREtfOfcJfT Oiw VICE PRESIDENT 
OF TOE UNITED STATES 


la response to your memomadnm of Jane I, IW4» 
cnemloc ’Prt»ldwti»l itoUAkm.” flBM be tod ttfci 

Bureau adberee to the position taken la my letter of April 22, lvoe, 
to tbc Deputy Attorney General concerning "Proposed 
Provide For A Federal Law Fro hiMUog AssauRLnc Or Killing The 
President Or Vice President Of The Called States. * **• ere opposed 
to divided Juried! ctioa and believe that the law should contain a cl ea r 
and unequivocal etateioent designating the agency hating the InvewiigatlTt 
Taepooelbaity. We also fee! tt to be Imperative that the proposed 
tertslalioo designate the President and apecif:cally name the official 
position of the avccm>w*r* to the Office of the Freside&cy woo are to 
be within the pemew of the etatata. 

V^e express no opialoa concerning the request «f the 
Secret Service that He off tears be given power to maie arrects wlthoet 
warrant la eoanectioo with their doties- Sluil larly, we have no v iewi 
concerning their opinion that they should not be given power to five the 
Preside!* security advice which would be binding opoe hba. 

- Mr. Callahan 

- Mr. LcLoach 

- Mr. Evans 

- Mr. Rosen ■ 

T> Mr. Sullivan . . 

TWDnune ..-■•«■ 

/«) 

NOTE: Baaed cm memo Casper to Mohr, 6/3/04, re: l^ropoeed l^laUtlOT 
to Provide for a Federal Law Prohibiting Assaulting or Killing the 
President or Vice President of the United States, DJDrnme. 
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Mr. Mohr 
J. J. Casper 


6/J/64 



PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE 
FOR A FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITING ASSAULTING 
OR KILLING THE PRESIDENT OR VICE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES 


By attached memorandum of l/J/64, Mr. Herbert E. 

Hoffman, Chief, Legislative and Legal Section of the Deputy Attorney 
General*! Office, transmitted proposed Treasury Department reply to 
the Warren Commission's Inquiry regarding a law making It a Federal . 
crime to assault or kill the President "and his possible successors, 
and commenting particularly on which Federal law enforcement 
should have Jurisdiction. The Bureau of the Budget wants the Department s 
views by today, 6/3/64, or tomorrow morning. Mr, Hoffman wants the 
Bureau*# comments as soon as pos s ib l e. 

The proposed Treasury Deportment reply to the Warren 
Commission is essentially quite simple. ' 

statute creating the crime of a s sau lt ing or kill i n g the President and others 
In line but without designating those other persons. The report recommends 
that the Secret Service and the FBI have dial Jurisdiction over such openees. 
It recommends that the Secret Service not be given biKhng aut^it y to advise 
the President on his personal security. « also recommend* that Secret 
Service Agents be given authority to make arrest* without w*rrant U 
protecting the President. The Bureau is concerned with only the first two 
of those recommendations. 

. IP2 -V.'. ■ ,. r 

This issue has^ome up before. By the Director*! l etter 
of 4/22/64, to the Deputy Attorney General we stated that ”we are opposed 
to aw%vl<led jupi«hctlon M anti that the, legislation "should contain a dear 
anduneqaiVociU Statement designatlijtfcie agency having Investigative _ 
reSttonsBrtUty." ,W* also advised the Department that it is imperative that 

Enclosure "f [j . 
t - klr. Callahan 
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j, j, Casper to Mr. Mohr Me raor aadn m 
Re: Proposed Legislation to Provide tor a Federal Law 
P rohibit^ Assaulting or Killing the President or 
Vice President of the United States 


the proposed legislation designate the President 
the official position of the successors to the Office of the Presidency 
vho are to be within the purview of the sta tut e* This view was repeated 
to Mr. Hoffman on 4/J7/M, by Section Chief Shroder and Supervisor 
Schut* of the Criminal c action, General Investigative Division, at a 
conference requested by Mr. H offm an. 


h is recommended that the Bureau adhere to the position 
already taken. This Is done In the attached proposed letter to Mr. Hoffman. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached letter be sent to Mr. Herbert E. Hoffman, 
Chief, Legislative and Legal Section, Office of the Deputy Attorney General. 
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■sears sibra far Mr. l»Ulm 
III LSI sum Mitt 
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toe related tut ttal Mr fervlMr U MvlMaly Ml 
•ad ittradM a tptcttl vcbMl M«««« of Ul*. Mm a*ted that 
M tea M4 trouble ebUialag ui beldtag a Job bocaaae of tbla 
MlMM. Mt aoted be *m *»rri*d la JM*iry, MM, utf m 
U vea fta aa apartaeat with bis wife la CUrfcaMurg, teat Vliglatt, 
•be baa aim plaited tbla apartaeat* 

Mm stated aa far aa abe Maw bar bretber baa new 
boea to T«xu, Mm atatod that abe baa aeon a M caUbar rlHa 
ovaed bp bear bretber. Mm adeieoe aba a aba aav tbU rilM tt 
did eat bare a teleaeepia eight. 

Mm aald bar bretber baa aa lateraat la ta aa li aa tor 


Mm vea adrleed bp M. Toolbar eat be dlaceaa tbe 
laterriee elth ber bretber er aapoae alee. 

bBCOMOW^TIOa i 

•p teletype Sited Jure IS, 19*4, Pittsburgh Wi 
lari reeled to re laterriee are. T eager vbe ellagedlp beard bead 
Cater oake atstwwnta Indicating be bed lalenMtioa about tbe 
Oi«*l(i ease. Pittsburg* was also fir re laatmtioaa regard lag 
tbe later* lev mt Dees Cogsr. tbea tbla iareetigstion is reported 
bp Plttaburgh, It sill be dleeealeeted te *be fTMldemt'll 
Com lesion a ad at that ttee tbe Coeelaaloa etll be ad* lead mt 
tbe laterriee eitb Lottie ttsee Cesar. 

*m* m E t SSX! e 2t *”}** * -tl tbia tot# af raaulta 

ar laterriee eitb Mlee Cesar. 
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